Press Release

Bhutan to Build 108 Sacred Buddhist Chortens in a
Single Day as Collective Offering of Peace

Gelephu, Bhutan — May 19, 2026 — Bhutan has announced an ambitious spiritua] undcrtaking that will see
108 Jangchub Chortens — sacred Buddhist monuments symbolising enlightenment — raised together in a

single coordinated day in Gelephu Mindfulness City (GMC) on November 1, 2026.

Known as Project 108, the Royal initiative was announced by His Majesty King Jigme of Bhutan during his

46th birthday celebrations in Gelephu earlier this year.

The 108 chortens, each standing 15 metres tall, will screcch in a singlc procession along the Mao river in

Gelephu in SOUthCI‘l’I Bhutan, spaced 108 metres apart acCross more than 12 kilometres of‘landscape.

While extraordinary in scale, the Project 108 team say the initiative is not intended as a spectacle or
engineering showcase, but as a collective spiritual offering dedicated to peace, compassion, and remembrance

in a world increasingly marked by conflict and uncertainty.

“In the Buddhist tradition, building a chorten is considered one of the most meritorious acts a person can
undertake,” said Dasho Tashi Dorji, lead of GMC Authority’s Spiritual Workstream. “Project 108 is

envisioned as a collective oﬁéring to the world.”

A Jangchub Chorten, or Stupa of Enlightenment, commemorates the Buddha’s attainment of enlightenment
and is considered the most significant of the eight classical forms of Buddhist scupas. Traditionally filled with
sacred texts, prayers, and blessings known as zungs, the structures are believed to radiate spiritual benefit to

all who encounter them.

The number 108 carries dccp signiﬁcancc across Buddhist traditions and other fields, including astronomy
and mathematics. In Buddhism, it is associated with the purification of the 108 afflictive emotions believed to

obscure clarity and compassion.

Project 108 team said the one-day completion will require at least 40,000 trained volunteers working
simultaneously across all 108 sites. Foundations and technical preparations will be completed in advance,

while the final raising of the external structures will occur together on November 1, 2026.

The project has alrcady mobilised thousands of volunteers through Bhutan’s tradition of zhabro — Voluntary
communal labour offered as a form of spiritual practice. Volunteers from across Bhutan, inc]uding monks,
students, farmers, professionals, and Bhutanese living abroad, are already participating in land preparation

and site works.


https://www.gmc.bt

Project 108 welcomes participation from individuals, families, communities, institutions, and Buddhist
organisations around the world. Each chorten may be offered by an individual or collective group, with

patronage beginning from approximately USD 200,000 per chorten.

Supporters may also contribute through the official crowdfunding placform hosted by the Royal Securities
Exchange of Bhutan Limited (RSEBL).

Further information about participation, patronage, and volunteering is available at:

Gelephu Mindfulness City
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About Project 108

Project 108 is a Royal initiative to complete 108 Jangchub Chortens in a single coordinated day in Gelephu
Mindfulness City, Bhutan, on 1 November 2026. Stretching over 12 kilometres along the Mao River, the
15-metre chortens will stand in a sing]e procession as a collective oﬁéring of peace, compassion, and spiritual

practice in a world increasingly affected by conflict and uncertainty.

Rooted in the Buddhist tradition of the Jangchub Chorten — the Stupa of Enlightenment — the project also
carries a deeply human purpose. The chortens are envisioned as sacred spaces of remembrance and prayer,
dedicated especially to parents who have lost their children, offering places of solace, reflection, and

belonging.

Project 108 brings together volunteers, communities, institutions, and supporters from Bhutan and around
the world in a shared act of devotion, discipline, and collective effort. Through the Bhutanese tradition of
zhabro (voluntary communal service), thousands are already participating in the preparation and realisation

of this historic undertaking.

For more information, visit: W\\r’\xagmc.bq 108

About Gelephu Mindfulness City

The Gelephu Mindfulness City Special Administrative Region is a visionary initiative creating a world-class
cconomic hub in southern Bhutan, centered on mindfulness, sustainability, and innovation. The SAR
integrates traditional Bhutanese values with globally recognized legal frameworks, cutting-edge design and
technology, while harnessing the Kingdom’s abundant renewable energy resources to serve as a global

Cxcmplar of holistic dcvclopmcnt.

For more information, visit www.gmc.bt or info@emc.bt

Investment inquiries: ilwcst@gmc.bt
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